
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

SUNNYVALE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, October 4, 2006 at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Chair Rose Kausek; Comm. Betty Fussell; Comm. Amrit Verma; Comm. 
Sherri Tafel; Vice Chair Dawn Hopkins; Comm. Jeanine Stanek 
 
Members of the public: Tom Kausek 
 
Staff: Steve Lynch, Senior Planner; Joey Mariano, Planning Staff Office Assistant 

 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATION 
   
Mr. Lynch handed out booklets for the Visioning Festival.  He described the purpose of 
the festival. He then noted that the City holds this festival only every 15 years. He noted 
that the Commissioners may attend as citizens at the festival, as the report will 
eventually get proposed to the Heritage Preservation Commission. 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

A) Approval of September 6, 2006 Draft Minutes 
 
Chair Kausek made a motion to approve the Minutes of September 6, 2006. 
Comm. Tafel seconded. Motion carried 5-0 with Comm. Stanek  abstaining. 
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
 
 

This category is limited to 15 minutes, with a maximum of 3 
minutes per speaker.   
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
A) Study Session on the Historic Significance of Onizuka AFS. 
 
Mr. Lynch summarized the historic significance of Onizuka Air Force Station (AFS) to 
the City. He further mentioned that a formal report will be presented to this Commission 
at a future meeting.  
 
Mr. Lynch described the potential historic significance of Onizuka AFS and several key 
significant events that occurred at the site. One being the CORONA project, which was 
a classified mission by the United States government.  
 
Mr. Tom Kausek, member of the public, described his affiliation with Onizuka and his 
history working in the Blue Cube.  He spoke about the CORONA Program. 
 
Chair Kausek asked staff if there is a Citizens Advisory Committee. Staff responded 
yes, of about 30 members.  She also asked about the rights of several groups, including 
the VA (Veterans Affairs) administrative buildings. Staff also responded with a brief 
summary of the BRAC (Base Reuse and Closure) process. 
 
Chair Kausek then asked, since the “Blue Cube” has no windows or doors, if the 
building could be rehabilitated and reused.  She also asked about the satellite antennas. 
Staff responded that they have been preliminarily sold to a private party.  
 
Comm. Tafel asked if the Commission could tour the site in order to get a first hand site 
visit. 
 
Comm. Stanek noted page five and ten of the report, which is regarding the City’s 
municipal code.  
 
Mr. Lynch responded and noted general ideas of the possibilities of the site’s future, and 
its significance in world history. The Commission then mentioned several historic sites 
around Sunnyvale and its comparison to the Onizuka AFS, particularly the “Blue Cube”. 
 
Comm. Stanek noted the significance of the “Blue Cube”, and that the building was a 
symbol of the beginning of the Cold War. 
 
Comm. Fussell noted that even if it did not make any significance in the City’s history; it 
definitely has significance in national history. 
 
Mr. Lynch noted other types of historic landmarks around the United States and 
compared their levels of significance with Onizuka.  He used the Civil War battlefields 
and frontier sites as analogies.  
 
Comm. Fussell responded and stated some ideas. 
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Comm. Stanek noted a museum in London, in which she has visited, that instead of 
using a traditional wall displays, they had a computer LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) touch 
screen which displayed an interactive timeline of events in video and graphics. 
 
Commissioners and staff noted some ideas of what could be done to remember 
Onizuka’s historic events in relation to historic significance. 
 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND COMMENTS 
 

A) Selection and Ranking of Potential Study Issues for 2007 
 
Mr. Lynch noted two study issues. One was included in the packets, and the second 
one is still a draft (handed out to Commissioners). He then spoke a little about each 
study issue and mentioned the highlights. 
 
Chair Kausek asked about the HPC generated study issue. She stated that patents are 
too detailed and granular a focus for this study issue. She mentioned that the study 
issue should be focused more broadly on technological innovations and achievements, 
not on detailed patents. 
 
Comm Fussell responded to the patents. Chair Kausek noted that significant events 
with technology companies in Sunnyvale would be good sources to seek significant 
technological achievements. 
 
Comm. Stanek noted some examples and noted the time it takes to research. 
 
Comm. Stanek made a motion to drop OCM-003. Comm. Verma seconded. Motion 
carried 5-0 with Vice Chair Hopkins  abstaining. 
 
Comm. Fussell made a motion to approve CDD-041 with modifications. Comm. 
Stanek seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
__________________________ 
Steve Lynch, Senior Planner 


